BEACON Academy
[ veon&fdeniendbess 0000

Parent & Student Handbook

2193 Sunnymeade Road
Rustburg, Virginia
434-266-1310



Beacon Academy Parent & Student Handbook

Beacon Academy

Believing Every Adolescent Can Overcome Negativity

Table of Contents

Overview of Beacon Academy 2
Vision 3
Purpose 3
Philosophy 4
Objectives 4

School Description 6
School Hours 6

Attendance/Tardy Policy 6
Inclement Weather/ School Closings 7
School Year Calendar 2022-2024 7
Daily School Schedules 10

Admissions 11
Orientation 12
Physical Examination/Immunization Record 12

Instructional Program 13
Virtual Learning 14
Course Offerings 14
Homework 15
Grade Scale/Reporting 16
Family Life Education 16
Electronic Use Agreement 16
Standards of Learning 17
Graduation/Diploma 17

IEP Protocol 19

Food Service Plan 19

Health and Safety 20
Injury 20

1

June 2025



Beacon Academy Parent & Student Handbook

[llness/Infectious Diseases 20
Violence 20
Emergency Plan 21
Record Disclosure 21
Record Retention and Disposition 22
Staft Training/Development 22
Transportation 23
Field Trips 23
Activity Safety Protocol 24
Student Performance to include School Rules and Expectations 24
Dress Code 24
Student Expectations 25
Transition Plan 27
Discharge, Suspension, and Expulsion Policy 28
Behavioral Interventions 29
Time-out/Seclusion/Therapeutic Restraint 29
Medications 29
Child Abuse & Neglect 30
Grievance Procedure 30
Appendices: Receipt of policies and handbook, Contact Information 31

Overview of Beacon Academy

Beacon Academy is a private day school designed for students whose needs cannot be met
in the public day school setting. Beacon Academy was created to support students with
specific learning disabilities, psychiatric impairment, emotional dysregulation, or
behavioral disturbances.

Beacon Academy is owned and operated by the Harvest Outreach Center, a non-profit
organization founded by two women, a 5th grade teacher and counselor in 2004. They saw
the need to serve children’s emotional needs so that they could be better equipped for
learning in the academic setting. They began counseling, mentoring, and tutoring five
children in the afterschool setting. Today, Harvest Outreach serves more than 100 students
daily, providing therapeutic services to students at their center as a supplement to the
alternative school day, and in seven Campbell County schools.
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At Beacon Academy, all staff are dedicated to each child’s health and well-being as a
precursor to growth and learning. Beacon holds high standards of service and quality. The
realization of each student’s growth and achievement, both personally and academically, is
the ultimate goal.
Beacon Academy draws upon a variety of
ed-based methods and schools of thought to derive its culture and shape its beliefs. From
the perspective of a holistic multisystem lens, Beacon Academy influences include:
e Individual: Adlerian concepts of Significance and Belonging, and the recent works of
Dan Seigel, Whole Brained Child.
e (lassroom: Positive Discipline as a means of Cooperative Learning and classroom
management.
e Learning: Piaget Constructivist Learning Theory
Workplace culture: Tenets of Positive Psychology Martin Seligman
e (linical approach: Trauma-Informed Therapies, Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA),
Dr. Ross Greene’s Collaborative Problem Solving/Lagging Skills & Unsolved School
Problems (ALUSP)

Vision

At Beacon Academy, we Believe Every Adolescent [and child] Can Overcome Negativity.
Beacon Academy is committed to each student’s academic, physical, emotional, and social
success to ensure students become self-directed, lifelong learners who function as
responsible, productive citizens.

Purpose

The immediate purpose of Beacon Academy is to provide a quality individualized education
with the support needed to prepare students for the best possible transition back to their
home school or least restrictive environment.

Philosophy

Beacon Academy believes that the road to self-actualization starts in the formative years.
Within a nurturing learning environment, each child makes the most of strengths while
developing successful strategies to cope with challenges. The goal in providing this is to
help students navigate obstacles, and inspire and instill a sense of confidence in their
academic ability while developing a generalized resilience needed to face and overcome
adversities in life.

The beliefs that guide our actions include the following:

Students learn best where they are nurtured and challenged

Academic learning must exist in conjunction with social learning

Emotional management is necessary for academic growth

Student success depends on a strong, healthy sense of self

Every learner is capable of excellence in a stimulating learning environment
Learning should be active, not passive
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e Healthy relationships encourage success

e The manner and integrity of the teacher is as important as the content of the lesson

e Perseverance and self-advocacy breed success

e Family involvement is integral to the long-term success of both child and family

e Experiential opportunities inspire learning

e Development of personal and social responsibility creates a successful transition
from childhood to adulthood

Objectives

e To inspire learning within a therapeutic environment where each student can thrive.

e To provide the best possible instruction as determined by the individual needs of
each student.

e To determine signature strengths, both personally and academically, and maximize
the potential of each.

e To strengthen each student's internal locus of control by providing social and
emotional learning as a conduit for resilience, self-responsibility, and accountability.

e To develop interpersonal skills needed for positive social interactions with peers
and adults.

e To foster the process of growth and development and the progression of higher level
thinking.

e To equip students with skills needed for future next steps, whether transitioning to a

less restrictive learning environment or preparing for a post-secondary career and
daily living.

School Description

Beacon Academy has six academic classrooms with tables and chairs, a gym with volleyball
nets and basketball goals, outdoor recreation area, technology in all classrooms which
includes televisions and computers, a library/media room, and a sensory room. Beacon
Academy provides all of the basic classroom supplies such as paper, pens, pencils, books,
etc. Beacon Academy utilizes online textbooks, multiple online academic programs, and
other instructional materials designed to meet the needs of students.

Instructional equipment/materials include:

Sports equipment required for physical education (basketball, volleyball, etc.)

1-1 computer to student ratio

Library/media room with additional academic resources and daily life applications
Sensory room designed to meet the senses of students including tactile, visual,
auditory, olfactory, vestibular, and proprioceptive

Promethean Panels

Five Ponds Press Materials

Sensory Boxes
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Math Manipulatives

Social Science Wink Booklets
Individual dry erase boards
Headphones

Computer-based virtual curriculum, Edgenuity Courseware
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Beacon Academy
Second Floor Plan
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School Hours
Beacon Academy will be open Monday- Friday from 8:00am to 4:00pm. Beacon Academy will
be in academic session Monday- Friday from 8:15am to 2:30pm.

Attendance/Tardy Policy

At Beacon Academy we believe a student’s success is dependent on consistent attendance.
Beacon Academy will make school a fun, safe, and interactive learning environment. If a
student is absent from school the school secretary will call the guardian to inquire the
reason for absence, unless prior notice has already been given. Medical notes should be
provided for all medical appointments causing a student to miss school. Beacon Academy
will send a notification letter upon 3 unexcused absences and schedule an attendance
conference to create a plan for attendance after 5 unexcused absences. Should the need
arise for an attendance conference, both the parent and the student’s home school division
will be notified to participate in this conference. If attendance problems persist, the LEA’'s
truancy officer will follow their processes for school attendance and truancy concerns

Students who arrive past 8:25 am will be considered tardy to school. Notes will need to be
provided for tardies, two tardies per nine weeks can be excused.
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Inclement Weather/ School Closings
Beacon Academy will follow Campbell County Public Schools’ determinations regarding

inclement weather/school closings. When Campbell County Public Schools are closed or

delayed due to weather, Beacon Academy will be closed.
In the event that Campbell County Public Schools, and therefore Beacon Academy, is open

but other school divisions are closed or following a delayed schedule, students should
follow the recommendations for their home school. These absences or delayed starts to the
school day will be considered excused.
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School Year Calendar 2025-2026

Start and end of quarter are subject to change.

July
30 New Teachers Start

August

4 All Staff Start

7 Student Open House
12 First Day of School

September
1 Labor Day- Closed

October
15 End Quarter 1
16-17 Fall Break-Closed

November

3 Virtual Learning- Building Closed
4 Election Day- Closed

26-28 Thanksgiving Break-Closed

December
22- Jan 2 Winter Break- Closed
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January

1-2 Winter Break- Closed

8 End Quarter 2 and First Semester
19 Martin Luther King Ir Day- Closed

February

March
16 End Quarter 3
20 Virtual Learning- Building Closed

April
6-10 Spring Break- Closed

May

25 Memorial Day- Closed

27 End Quarter 4, Semester 2
28-29 Weather Make Up

June

1 Weather Make Up
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Daily School Schedules

Middle/High School (Block Scheduling)

Time Course/Activity
8:15 am-9:50 am Block 1 (Core-95 minutes)
9:50 am- 11:25 am Block 2 (Core-95 minutes)
11:25 am-11:50am Lunch
11:50 am-1:10 pm Block 3 (Physical Education/Elective- 80
minutes)
1:10 pm-2:30pm Block 4 (Elective-80 minutes)

*Core Courses may run year long or be supplemented in the 4th block to meet required
instructional hours or individual student needs.
30 minutes per day of movement opportunity*

Elementary School Instructional Diet
Time allotted daily Content of Instruction
2 hours Literacy (Reading, Spelling, Writing)
1 hour, 40 minutes Mathematics
1 hour Science/ Social Studies
30 minutes Social/ Emotional Learning
25 minutes Lunch
20 minutes x 2 Sessions Physical Education and Recess
8:15 am-2:30pm Arrival to Dismissal

*Blocks of instruction may be adjusted to meet student toleration and needs, but are
required to minimize transition time and maximize instructional time.
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Admissions

Beacon Academy places high value on the relationship created with each student and
family. Beacon Academy will ensure that each student, parent, and stakeholder have
sufficient time to meet with the faculty and administration, ask questions, tour the facilities,
and any additional considerations that are required for the student to become acclimated
prior to his/her first day.

Students enrolled in Beacon Academy are referred by their local education agency or LEA.
Beacon Academy does not accept private placements. The student’s LEA will make the
initial contact with the staff of Beacon Academy and provide a completed referral packet in
order to determine appropriateness of the program for the student. The referral packet,
provided by the LEA, requires: educational records, an Individualized Education Plan (IEP),
eligibility minutes/reports, discipline record, report of a physical examination, and a
current immunization record.

If the student's academic records are not provided during the application process, Beacon
Academy, with written parental consent, shall make a request within five business days of
enrollment to the student's last-attended school or the division superintendent or designee.
If a local school division places a child with a disability in Beacon Academy, the local school
division shall initiate and conduct an IEP meeting in accordance with the requirements set
forth in the Regulations Governing Special Education Programs.

Upon review of the referral packet, Beacon Academy will make the decision to accept or
reject the child's application for admission. The school division and/or referral source will
be notified in writing of the decision. Beacon Academy Admissions Committee includes the
Director of Education, Administrative Designee, Director of Programs, and Clinical Director.
When acceptance is appropriate, an orientation meeting will be scheduled to include
completion of required admission paperwork.

Financial requirements: Beacon Academy does not currently accept privately placed/
private pay students.

Focus on Inclusion:

According to psychologist Alfred Adler, when people feel encouraged, they feel capable and
appreciated. “Significance and belonging,” the main tenets of this theory, describe the way
Beacon Academy views the unique differences in each child and strives to create the climate
of acceptance and diversity.

Beacon Academy defines diversity as inclusive of race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status,
gender identity, sexual orientation, family structure, diverse learning styles, age, ability,
nationality, physical appearance, religion, belief systems, language, and more. An inclusive
and respectful community enhances the academic and emotional intelligence of all students
and lays the foundation for them to make mindful choices within the school community and
beyond.

10
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The staff at Beacon Academy are dedicated to:

Embracing both the visible and invisible differences among individuals
Creating an environment in which every person’s dignity is respected
Assisting each student in identifying their signature strengths

Helping them discover their own internal sense of empowerment

Orientation

Upon admission and annually, parents/guardians are provided with the school's policies
and procedures, including the school's curriculum, behavior management policies, and the
school's promotion and retention policies. The parent/guardian will complete an
orientation packet. The student may begin classes once the orientation packet has been
received and reviewed for completion. This packet includes but is not limited to:

e Admissions and Consent Agreement or Updated Enrollment form
Receipt of Parent/Student Handbook
Technology and Internet Acceptable Use Agreement
Release and Exchange of Information
Consent for Transportation
Acknowledgement of Photo ID/Video Surveillance
Medical Forms, as applicable

Physical Examination/Immunization Record

Upon admission, students are required to submit a comprehensive physical examination
from a licensed physician and immunization record. The examination must include
information as required on the Commonwealth of Virginia School Entrance Health Form.
The immunization record must be current (at least within 3 years), certifying that the child
is up-to-date on vaccinations.

Instructional Program

Beacon Academy provides individualized instruction for students in grades K-12 in at least
one of the following categories of disability: Autism, Developmental Delay, Emotional
Disability, Specific Learning Disability, Other Health Impairment, Speech/Language
Impairment, or Traumatic Brain Injury. Beacon Academy employees highly qualified
licensed Special Education teachers.

Students are served with peers their own age unless an alternative placement is more
appropriate and otherwise documented in their [EP. The Virginia Standards of

Learning define the learning outcomes in the core subject areas of: English, Math,
History/Social Science, and Science as appropriate for the student’s grade level. Beacon
Academy’s instructional curriculum is designed to address learning objectives in each of

11
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those core areas. Beacon Academy and the LEA collaborate to ensure a student is
appropriately instructed to make progress towards graduation.

Beacon Academy provides core instruction in English, Math, History and Science along with
limited electives. Beacon Academy provides a physical fitness and health program for all
students as appropriate for their grade. Beacon Academy incorporates instruction from
our computer-based and virtual curriculum, Edgenuity’s Courseware®. This curriculum
will allow our students to get all of the required credits to assist with graduation. Beacon
Academy provides a large gym facility and Beacon Academy employees will focus on
incorporating movement, supporting a mind/body connection, and the importance of
physical health on a weekly basis.

In primary and elementary grades of K-5, instruction will be provided based upon the
Virginia Standards of Learning and as prescribed by the student’s IEP. All students in these
grades will be provided instruction in Reading/ Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and
Social Studies. Students will participate in Social Emotional learning regardless of grade.
Additional time will be committed to literacy as a foundational academic component.

Beacon Academy offers a variety of art and music exposure within the curriculum. Beacon
Academy will utilize community resources to enhance exposure to fine arts.

Beacon Academy provides an instructional program that promotes the individual student’s
developmental growth and academic achievement at successive grade levels. Beacon
Academy will encourage and assist each student in discovering his/her interests, passions,
and meeting their needs by providing them with opportunities for multicultural exposure
activities as appropriate for their physical and cognitive abilities.

Virtual Learning

Beacon Academy offers a computer-based virtual curriculum, Edgenuity®. This program is
an Approved Multidivision Online Provider for the Virginia Department of Education and
has a wide range of approved courses. Courses in Mathematics, English Language Arts,
Science, and History/Social Sciences are aligned to the Virginia Standards of Learning and
Curriculum Framework. This program is widely utilized in secondary grades, 6-12
Edgenuity® allows students to work via personalized learning paths that allow teachers to
guide instruction. This better assists teachers in meeting the individual instruction needs
of each student. Tutorials assist students in their understanding of basic concepts.
Students work at their own pace to gain credits. They set goals and review their own
progress towards those goals. Edgenuity® offers a vast selection of elective and advanced
courses. All tests are monitored by licensed teachers. A list of course offerings is available
at:

Course Offerings

The following is a list of the core courses and the applicable grade for secondary courses.

12
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

English 6 P°F

English 7 P°E

English 8 P°F

English 9 PoF

English 9 Honors P°F
English 10 P
English 10 Honors P°¢
English 11 P°F
English 11 Honors P°F
English 12 P°F
English 12 Honors P°¢

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics 6 °°F
Mathematics 7 °°F
Mathematics 8 P°F
Pre-Algebra NS
Algebra | P°F

Algebra | Honors P°F
Algebra Il P°F
Algebra Il Honors P°E
Geometry P°F
Geometry Honors P°F

Algebra Functions & Data P°F
Mathematical Analysis P°F
Pre-Calculus TN

Probability & Statistics PF
Trigonometry* PoE
SCIENCE

Science 6 P°F

Science 7 P°E

Science 8 P°F

Life Science P°F

Earth Science P°¢

Earth Science Honors P°F

Middle School

June 2025

Physical Science P°¢
Biology P°¢

Biology Honors P°E
Chemistry PoF

Chemistry Honors P°F
Environmental Science M
Physics P°E

Physics Honors P°E

SOCIAL STUDIES

MSI Civics & Economics P°F

MS U.S. History |
(to 1865)

MS U.S. History Il (from
1865) P°F

Economics* POF

Economics & Personal Finance
DOE

World History & Geography |
(to 1500) PoE

World History & Geography |
(to 1500) Honors P°F

World History & Geography
[l (1500 to present) P°F

World History & Geography
[I (1500 to present) Honors

DOE

World Geography P°E
Virginia & U.S. History P°F
Virginia & U.S. Government P°F

NATIONAL TEST
PREPARATION

ACCUPLACER®"®
ACT WorkKeys®N®
ACT® NS
GED® NS

ASVAB® (Math, Verbal, Science)

NS PSAT@NS
Spanish 1 P°E

Spanish 2 P°F

Beacon Academy Parent & Student Handbook

SAT®NS
Virginia Test Preparation

6th Grade Mathematics M
6th Grade Reading "®

7th Grade Civics & Economics
NS 7th Grade Mathematics NS
7th Grade Reading °

8th Grade Mathematics M°
8th Grade Reading "®

8th Grade Science M

8th Grade Writing M

9th Grade Reading "®

9th Grade Writing N®

10th Grade Reading "®
10th Grade Writing N

11th Grade Reading M®
11th Grade Writing NS
Algebra | NS

Algebra Il ¥

Biology M

Chemistry NS

Earth Science ¢
Geometry N®

Virginia & U.S. History ¢
World Geography N°

World History & Geography
1500-present NS

World History & Geography
to 1500 D

WORLD LANGUAGES

French 1 P°E
French 2 P°E
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Chinese 1 P°E
Chinese 2 P°E
German 1 P°E
German 2 P
Latin 1 P°E

Latin2t
High School

Spanish | P°F
Spanish |l P°F
Spanish Il P°F

* One-semester course

POE Approved by the VA DOE for SOL/CTE

Beacon Academy Parent & Student Handbook

French | P°E

French [l P°F

French [l P°F

Modern Languages | (Chinese) P°E

Modern Languages Il (Chinese) P°F
When appropriate, ADVANCED

DOE
German | PLACEMENT® or Career and

German 1 °°F Technical Education options can be
Latin | PoF explored.
Latin Il P°¢

Elective offerings via Courseware
vary as appropriate for the student.

NS Approved by the DOE as a non-SOL-aligned course

Homework

Students at Beacon Academy will be assigned homework as needed through their teacher.
Homework should never exceed an hour for secondary or a half an hour of actual work time
for elementary per day. This homework is only for reinforcing previously instructed skills
through practice or extension. This homework expectation does not cover make-up work

from absences.

Grade Scale/Reporting

Beacon Academy’s uses the following grading scale:

A=90-100%
B =80-89%
C=70-79%
D =60-69%

F = below 60%

Beacon Academy encourages collaboration between teachers and guardians to foster the
personal and academic growth in each child. Academic/behavioral reports are provided to
the guardians on a regular basis via phone calls, emails, and /or written reports.

Reports on academic and behavioral progress are completed at the end of each grading
period and progress reports will be distributed every 4.5 weeks. Grades are determined
based upon the average of the scores for the nine weeks. Each guardian and LEA will
receive a copy of the grades, the IEP progress report, and behavioral summary:.

June 2025
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Family Life Education
Family Life Education, when taught in grades K-12, lessons include age-appropriate
instruction in family living and community relationships, human sexuality and

reproduction, and making positive choices. The program is designed to promote parental

involvement, foster positive self-concepts, and provide coping mechanisms for dealing with
peer pressure and the stresses related to the students' developmental stages and abilities.

Parental consent is required prior to family life instruction.

Electronic Use Agreement

School issued computers are to be used for school related work. Non-school related use of the

computers is not permitted.

Beacon Academy will ensure compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA),

access to content available to the Internet will be filtered to include any content deemed

irrelevant by Beacon Academy. Using proxy servers or other means to bypass this filtering

mechanism is a violation of this policy.

1. All activity on a school issued device is not private and can be accessed by school

personnel.

2. User should not share log in information or passwords with other users unless directly

asked by a school employee.

3. Students must use school issued email accounts. All other email accounts, unless
permission is given, are not permitted during school hours.

4. Students may not check social media or streaming accounts during school hours.

5. Ifastudent is sent inappropriate content or accesses inappropriate content, accidental or

not, the student must inform an adult immediately.

6. Students must use technology in a responsible, ethical and legal manner in accordance

with Federal, State and Beacon Academy rules and policies.

7. Computers are not to be used for illegal activities; including installing, distributing,

modifying or reproducing copyrighted materials.

8. Students will not transmit hate mail, discriminatory remarks, profane or inappropriate
language, offensive or inflammatory communication. Any messages promoting hate are

not appropriate.
9. Students will not access obscene or pornographic materials.

10. All students will sign this user agreement before accessing any electronics at Beacon

Academy.

Standards of Learning
The Standards of Learning (SOL) for Virginia Public Schools establish minimum

expectations for what students should know and be able to do at the end of each grade or

course in core subjects. Reading, writing, mathematics, science, and history/social science
SOL tests measure student achievement as determined by the Virginia Board of Education.

SOL tests are administered in conjunction with the LEA’s SOL testing schedule. Beacon

Academy works closely with each LEA in the administration of the SOL tests, adherence to

June 2025
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IEP testing modifications, and requirements according to guidelines for test
accommodations.

Graduation/Diploma

Beacon Academy is dedicated to the success of each student. Teachers and administration
work with the local LEA to administer SOL tests. The school ensures that evaluation
materials take into consideration the student's disabling condition(s), racial background,
and cultural background. Administration ensures participation in the Virginia assessment
program by students with disabilities as prescribed by provisions of their IEPs or 504
Plans. To further support the goal of graduation, staff will be involved to provide guidance
and counseling to assist students in meeting the required credits.

Upon successful completion of all academic requirements, a diploma is awarded at
graduation. The requirements for graduation are those which are in effect when the
student enters the ninth grade for the first time. Beacon Academy follows the requirements
for graduation outlined in the Regulations Establishing Standards for Accrediting Public
Schools in Virginia (8VAC20-131).

If the student meets the qualifications for a standard diploma then Beacon Academy will
communicate with the LEA. The LEA will provide the student with the standard diploma
from the student’s home school. If a student is not on track to fulfill the requirements of a
standard diploma, then Beacon Academy will work with the student’s family to offer
support regarding individual plans for the student regarding their post-secondary
aspirations.

Graduation Reguirements

Effective with the Students Who Enter the Ninth Grade 2018-2019 and thereafter:

s Standard Units of Credit Verified Credits
Discipline Area . .
Required Required

English 4 2
Mathematics 3 1
Laboratory Science 3 1
History and Social Science 3 1
Health and Physical Education 2
World Language, Fine Arts, or Career and

. ; 2
Technical Education
Economics and Personal Finance 1

16
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Electives 4
Student Selected Test 1
Career and Educational Credentials
22
Total 6

From Code of Virginia, Administrative Code Chapter 131. Regulations Establishing Standards for
Accrediting Public Schools in Virginia

IEP Protocol

Parents, LEAs, Beacon Administrative staff or other members of the IEP team may initiate
an [EP meeting. Ata minimum, IEP reviews will be held annually, on or before the IEP
review date. IEP meeting locations will be determined by the student’s LEA. Beacon
Academy will participate virtually or in person should the LEA wish to have the meeting at
a location other than Beacon Academy. Parents will receive written notification of the date,
time and location of the meeting.

If the IEP team has determined that a child requires related services in order to access his
or her education, Beacon Academy will work with the LEA in order to determine
participation in those services. Necessary contracts and releases of information will be
developed to allow these services to take place at Beacon Academy.

Food Service Plan

Plan Overview

School Meal Plan

Students will be responsible for bringing their own meals to school daily. Beacon Academy will
be providing limited breakfast items, beverages, and snacks to all students daily. All food and
beverage options provided by Beacon will meet the standards laid out by the USDA in their
2019-2020 publication A Guide to Smart Snacks in School.

Health and Safety

At Beacon Academy, the safety, health, and well-being of each child is paramount.
Beacon Academy’s Emergency Response Manual sets forth a contingency plan reviewed by
the local emergency coordinator. The manual consists of emergency plans and protocol in
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accordance with the conditions outlined in 8VAC20-671-380 in Regulations Governing the
Operation of Private Schools for Students with Disabilities. This manual is maintained in
the administrative offices, with a copy in each classroom.

The Emergency Response Manual details the procedures to be followed by staff, students,
and the community responders in order to effectively respond to any emergency situations
that may occur. In addition, the following procedures are reviewed with students and staff
at the start of each school year and upon admission.

Injury

In case of serious injury or medical emergency, 911 will be called immediately. Any
accident or injury occurring in school or during a school-related activity is reported to the
Director of Education and the Safety Officer. Staff will administer first aid, as appropriate,
and document accordingly. The parent/guardian will be notified once care has been
administered, or sooner, as best judgement dictates. First aid supplies and student
emergency medical forms are kept in the administrative office and in vehicles on all school
trips.

[llness/Infectious Diseases

Students with a fever or symptoms of a contagious disease will be monitored in the
administrative office by the Administrative Assistant or designee until a parent/guardian or
authorized emergency contact picks up the student. The ill student should be picked up as
soon as possible.

Students must be fever free for at least 24 hours prior to return. In the event of infectious
disease, neither students nor staff may return to school without authorized approval from a
health care provider.

Violence

Any threat of violence or violent action will be taken seriously. Verbal and/or physical
abuse of staff or students is not permitted. If a student believes to be at risk of physical or
verbal altercation, they must seek assistance from a staff immediately. Fighting will not be
tolerated. Acts or threats of violence disturb the safety and well-being of students, interfere
with learning, and therefore may lead to expulsion. If a crisis of a violent nature occurs
inside the building and is deemed to put students in jeopardy, lockdown procedures as set
forth in the emergency plan will be followed.

Emergency Plan

Beacon Academy staff are trained in the following drills as set forth in the Beacon Academy
Emergency Response Manual. Students will practice the following drills to ensure a more
ordered, timely, and safe response in the event of a true emergency. Noncompliance by a
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student during any safety drill is considered serious and will be handled immediately by
the teacher or Director of Education. The following is an overview of those drills:

e Fvacuation/Fire Drill: Utilized in case of fire or any other hazardous material or
situation deeming the building unsafe. All students and staff follow exit instructions
in an orderly manner, convening at the designated evacuation point. Staff will
immediately do a headcount to ensure that all students are present and accounted
for.

e Tornado Drill: Utilized to minimize risk of accident or injury if/when a tornado or
severe storm warning has been issued for the immediate vicinity. Staff and students
will report immediately to the designated safe area, followed by a headcount.

e Farthquake Drill: Utilized to minimize risk of injury in event of an earthquake. The
Director of Education will follow the procedure advised at the time as either Shelter
in Place, Tornado Drill, or emergency evacuation.

e Lockdown/Active Shooter Drill: Utilized to ensure safety of students if an intruder or
suspicious person is sighted in or near the building or a safety warning has been
issued for the vicinity of the school.

In the case of an actual emergency, the Director of Education, Safety Officer and local law
enforcement and emergency services will work together to ensure the safety and security
of students. Parents will be notified via the phone number on your son/daughter’s
emergency contact list with directions and next steps. These directions will include how to
pick up your/son daughter if necessary. In the event of an emergency that requires an
evacuation to another location, parents will receive a phone call detailing next steps
including staging location and how to pick up your son/daughter. When you arrive to pick
up your son/daughter please make sure that you have photo identification.

Record Disclosure

All student records of Beacon Academy are stored for confidentiality and security. Student
records include the admission packet, health records, transcript, current IEP, academic
courses, progress reports, achievement and test scores, and discipline record.

Beacon Academy will not disclose student information to unauthorized individuals. Prior
to disclosure of information from a student’s educational record, written consent from the
guardian must be obtained. Persons authorized (and therefore no specific written consent
is needed) include school employees, the local school division, accrediting agencies and the
state licensing agency. The Administrative Assistant documents all exchange of information
to include the name, date, and reason for the record request. Information may be disclosed
if needed in an emergency to prevent injury or harm to a student or staff.

Parents may review educational records and inquire as to better interpret and understand
the information within the record. This parental permission of record review is assumed
unless otherwise noted by a legal document. Copies of records will be provided without a
fee per parent request. For records concerning more than one student, a parent may
review the information that relate to his/her child only.
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If a parent believes information to be an inaccuracy or violation of rights, he/she may
request the school to amend the information. The Director of Education will review the
request and inform the parent/guardian of the response within one week. The amendment
or parent response to refusal of amendment will be maintained in the student record to be
considered essential to the information and must also be disclosed along with the record in
question.

Record Retention and Disposition
Permanent student records include the following:
o Name and address of school;
Name, address, and birth date of student;
Name and address of the home school division for publicly placed students;
Name and address of the parent;
Student ID number;
Dates of attendance; and
Academic transcript.
The Director of Education is in charge of the retention and disposal of records. Upon
transfer or discharge, the student record will transfer back to the student’s home school. In
the event that a record must be disposed of, the Director of Education will retain only that
information required under state law and regulations.

Staff Training/Development

Beacon Academy views the learning environment as a parallel process, synergistic and
alive, amongst students and staff. The quest to inspire life-long learners is founded on
integrity as Beacon creates a culture of feedback, quality improvement, and training.
Continuous student growth and achievement as a function of staff skill development is the
aspiration.
Staff are trained on the philosophy, goals, and mission of Beacon Academy; duties as
highlighted in their job description; behavior management; and school policies and
procedures.
The Director of Education creates and monitors a professional development plan that is
specific to student academic achievement for each teacher. The Director of Education and
the Clinical Director collaborate to establish the professional development plan specific to
behavioral support staff. In addition, the Clinical Director provides supplemental
professional development opportunities monthly. The topics address the current need for
staff development in response to intrapersonal growth, practical circumstances, or pressing
environmental /societal issues.
Employees of Beacon Academy receive the following trainings upon employment and yearly
thereafter:

e Child abuse neglect training and reporting requirements

e Safety Care®
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Suicide Prevention

Emergency Preparedness and Response Training
School Policies and Procedures review
Professional Boundaries

Transportation

Students are transported to and from Beacon Academy by their LEA. Beacon Academy may
provide transportation to and from school-related activities in school owned and operated
or leased vehicles. Beacon Academy takes steps to ensure vehicle safety, maintenance and
insurance, licensure requirements of vehicles and drivers, passenger safety, and specific
modifications based on student needs and disabilities.

Vehicles are supplied with first aid kits, roadside emergency Kkits, and fire extinguishers.
Working cell phones are utilized as the two-way communication device. Staff are required
to bring emergency medical information forms binder on transport. Required medications
are in a lock box in the possession of a MAT trained staff.

Beacon Academy will coordinate with each school division to ensure that transportation is
provided for every student and details are communicated amongst the LEA, the
parent/guardian, the driver, and the student.

Field Trips

Beacon Academy will ensure that field trips do not impede or interrupt the instructional
programs. Field trips will be planned in advance, and parents will be notified in writing
regarding the date, time, location and mode of transportation. Students must have a field trip
permission form completed and signed in order to attend an off-site field trip.

Activity Safety Protocol
Beacon Academy will take all necessary precautions in order to ensure the safety of
students when on field trips and extracurricular activities. Safety precautions include:

e Consistent, proper use of seatbelts

e First Aid kits in vehicles

e Student medical emergency contact forms with staff

e All staff will be CPR/First Aid Certified

In the event of an emergency or accident, staff are instructed to call 911 and the Director of
Education. Students are required to follow all staff directions. Students evacuating from
the vehicle must remain in the designated evacuation spot until transportation arrives to
return them to the school.
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Student Performance to include School

Rules and Expectations

Dress Code

The Director of Education will monitor all individuals at Beacon Academy to ensure
appropriate dress, including such that does not pose any health or safety concerns, and is
not disruptive or distracting to the educational process.

Expectations of Appropriate Dress

1.

2.

3.

o

~

No head coverings of any kind. Exceptions include head coverings associated with a
documented religious purpose.

Messages on clothing and personal belongings must not relate to tobacco products,
drugs, alcohol, sex, vulgarity, or obscenity.

Messages on clothing and personal belongings must not reflect adversely upon other
persons because of their race, sex, color, creed, national origin, or ancestry.
Clothing and accessories must not have symbols, colors, or designs that indicate
gang affiliation.

Undergarments must not be visible.

Any potentially hazardous jewelry or jewelry that can be used as a weapon may not
be worn. This includes spikes and dog collars.

Students must wear shoes at all times.

Clothing must cover the mid-section and the back, including when the student is
standing and/or sitting.

Student Expectations:

Students are expected to attend school. Students are encouraged to communicate to
school staff if they run into barriers in their home life that could potentially prevent
them from attending school.

Students are expected to be respectful of the property of the school and all that the
property entails.

Students are expected to respect the personal space of others.

Students are expected to alert a staff member if they feel that their personal space
has been violated in any way.

Personal electronic devices such as cell phones must be turned off and put away
during instructional time. In the case of an emergency, guardians should contact the
main office and staff will communicate with the student.

Gang activity of any type is strictly prohibited.

Students are expected to strive for mutually respectful relationships with other
students and teachers.
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e Students are expected to keep language and gestures respectful and free of profanity
or obscenities.

e Students are expected to keep their hands, feet, and objects to themselves.

e Students are expected to be in their designated areas at all times. If they leave their
designated area, they must have permission from a staff member before leaving.

Student Cell Phones

Beacon Academy recognizes the importance of communication and collaboration, and
provides devices for students to be productive in the classroom. To keep the focus on
academics and to reduce unnecessary disruptions to the instructional day, the school
enforces the following:

e Cell phones and all mobile devices shall be turned off when entering school campus

e Cell phones and all mobile devices shall be kept in a student’s cell phone locker - not
in clothing pockets. A cell phone locker is available in the main office where students
can secure their phone under lock and key. The student may keep the key in their
possession for the day.

e C(Cell phones and all mobile devices can be turned back on at the end of school
dismissal and used to communicate directly with parents/friends who are assisting
in transportation

e Ifastudent needs to make an emergency call during the day, they are to come to the
office

e Visible cell phones will be moved to the available cell phone locker

e Repeated refusal or violation will follow current disciplinary procedures and may
result in the parent having to retrieve the phone from the school building

Alcohol, Drugs and Weapons

Beacon Academy is committed to maintaining a safe and drug-free environment for all
students. Beacon Academy is drug-free and weapon-free. If any school employee suspects a
student has drugs or weapons in their possession, they are to alert the Director of
Education or Administrative Designee immediately.

In the event that there is reasonable suspicion of a student having drugs or weapons in
their possession, the following protocol will be followed:

e A search may be conducted by the following authorized staff: Director of Education,
Administrative Designee, Director of Programs, Executive Director, Assistant
Executive Director, Operations Manager, and Transportation Director.

e Pat downs/searches will always be limited to situations that are necessary to obtain
contraband.

e Pat downs will be conducted of the same gender of the student being searched.

e Pat downs shall be conducted in such a way as to protect the subject's dignity and in
the presence of one or more witnesses.
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Gang Activity/Subversive Groups

Any type of gang activity or promotion of subversive groups/organizations is prohibited.
Students may not display or wear any symbol or sign as evidence of gang affiliation. Speech
or actions that promote gangs or subversive group activity is prohibited, including
solicitation, threats, or intimidation.

Bullying/Cyberbullying

"Bullying" refers to any aggressive and unwanted behavior that is intended to harm,
intimidate, or humiliate the victim(s); involves a real or perceived power imbalance
between the aggressor(s) and victim(s); and is repeated over time or causes severe
emotional trauma. "Bullying" includes cyberbullying. "Bullying" does not include ordinary
teasing, horseplay, argument, or peer conflict.

Va. Code Ann. § 22.1-276.01 (2018)

Beacon Academy believes strongly in prevention and intervention efforts to deter bullying.
Prohibited bullying behaviors are as described: “unwanted and repeated written, verbal, or
physical behavior, including any threatening, insulting, or dehumanizing gesture, by a
student or adult, that is severe or pervasive enough to create an intimidating, hostile, or
offensive educational environment; cause discomfort or humiliation; or unreasonably
interfere with an individual’s school performance or participation; or creates a disruption
in the educational environment.” Model Policy to Address Bullying in Virginia's Schools,
Board of Education, Commonwealth of Virginia, October 2013

Any student involved in, or witnesses of such behavior is strongly encouraged to report to
their teacher or Director of Education in a timely manner.

More information is found in the Department of Education’s Model Policy to Address
Bullying in Virginia’s Schools at:
http://www.doe.virginia.gov/support/prevention /bullying/model policy to_address bully
ing in va schools.pdf

Harassment

Any form of harassment is strictly prohibited.

Sexual Harassment is defined as any unwelcome sexual advances, regardless of sexual
orientation; requests for sexual favors; and other inappropriate verbal or physical conduct
of a sexual nature that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive environment.
Additionally, such conduct creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive working and/or
learning environment; submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as a basis for
employment or decisions affecting an employee or student; and/or submission to such
conduct is made either explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of employment or
participation in school programs.

Disability harassment is defined as intimidation or abusive behavior toward a student
based on his or her disability, including verbal acts (i.e. name-calling), nonverbal behavior
(i.e. graphic and written statements), or physically threatening, harmful, or humiliating
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conduct, that perpetuates a hostile environment by interfering or denying a student’s
access to FAPE.

Any employee or student who believes they have been subject to any form of harassment is
strongly encouraged to speak with the Director of Education immediately. The Director of
Education will report to the Safety Officer any allegations of harassment and will report to
the families and reporting agencies as appropriate. The Safety Officer will conduct an
investigation in a timely manner.

False accusations of harassment are prohibited and retaliation will not be tolerated.

Transition Plan

Beacon Academy and the LEA will work closely to ensure appropriateness of the learning
environment for each student according to his/her IEP. When a child is determined to be
ready to return to their home school or less restrictive setting, an IEP meeting will set forth
an appropriate transition plan highlighting procedures and modifications to execute a
smooth transition.

Transition planning for secondary students approaching graduation may include
development of employment and other post school adult living objectives. If appropriate,
daily living skills and functional vocational training may also be provided.

Beacon Academy will work with each student, family, and the LEA to complete transition
assessments, set transition goals, and work collaboratively with the community to identify
systems of support to assist the student in meeting these goals. In conjunction with the
LEA, Beacon will assess if the student meets qualifications for the ISAEP Program upon
their transition back to the public school if the student is not eligible to graduate.

Beacon Academy is highly invested in the success of each child as they transition back to
their home school or less restrictive environment. Beacon Academy is collaborative,
creative, and willing to be involved to support details that would increase the likelihood of a
successful transition. This process includes a meeting with teachers and counselors of both
schools to discuss the student and the IEP, clarify the transition process and answer
questions. This meeting would also address ways in which the student could be
reintroduced into the new setting in a nonthreatening way in an effort to reduce anxiety
related to the transition. Examples of such support services may include sending a Beacon
staff member with the student to tour the school or attend an assembly, and processing the
experience afterward. The focus of these ancillary supports is to assist the student in
building positive connections with students and adults of the receiving school. This plan
will be catered to the circumstance and needs of each student and school.

One month following the transition, Beacon will contact the school administration or
designee and their guardians. The purpose of this contact is to gain insight from the
receiving school administration on the effectiveness of the transition plan. If requested by a
receiving school, Beacon will provide any additional suggestions or recommendations that
would assist in the child’s success of maintaining and thriving at the current school
placement.
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Discharge, Suspension, and Expulsion
Policy

Discharge - In the event a student must withdraw or discharge from Beacon Academy, the
referring LEA/agency will be notified. All academic and social/emotional reports on the
student’s progress and present level of performance while in attendance will be forwarded
to the appropriate LEA.

Suspension and Expulsion - Beacon Academy believes that all students can learn and
achieve. Student needs can best be met in the school setting. We believe in positive
behavior practices and holding students to high standards. Inappropriate school behaviors
may result in consequences including in school and out of school suspension when
necessary to meet the needs of students and to not interrupt the learning environment.

Online Curricular Concerns- Beacon Academy believes that all students can learn and
achieve. Beacon Academy utilizes an online curriculum for instruction. If students are
unable to meet the demands of the online curriculum, the IEP team will reconvene to
discuss appropriateness of the curriculum, accommodations and modifications, and
possible discharge if necessary.

If a student violates a major safety rule that violates our drugs and weapons policy or any
other policy that jeopardizes the safety of others then expulsion will be considered.

In the event of a suspension or expulsion the LEA will be contacted with-in 24 hours to
ensure compliance with the students IEP.

Behavioral Interventions

Beacon Academy utilizes Safety-Care Behavioral Safety Training program® and will employ
and teach behavior management techniques in a safe, therapeutic manner.

Safety-Care® Behavioral Safety Training program provides the skills and competencies
necessary to effectively prevent, minimize, and manage behavioral challenges with dignity,
safety, and the possibility of change.

Behavior management techniques are planned interventions applied in a consistent
manner in response to a specific behavior. Techniques used range from access to
reinforcement and time spent doing something enjoyable for positive behaviors to verbal
redirection and, if necessary, physical restraint for problematic and aggressive behaviors
that pose imminent risk of physical harm to the student or others.

In the event that physical management is necessary, parents/guardians will receive a
written copy of the incident report.
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Time-out/Seclusion/Therapeutic Restraint

Beacon Academy does not utilize seclusion or time-out. Every effort is made to keep Beacon
Academy a restraint-free environment. Therapeutic restraint is only implemented for the
purpose of keeping the student and others safe from harm and when all other options have
been exhausted. Therapeutic restraint will not be used as a punishment or to force
compliance. Beacon Academy believes that interventions for students should emphasize
prevention and positive behavioral supports. A list of prohibited actions is noted in Beacon
Academy Policies and Procedures. The parent/guardian will be notified before the end of
the day if a student is restrained. Documentation of the restraint will be reviewed by the
Safety Officer or Director of Education. LEAs and other governing bodies will be notified in
accordance with guidelines.

Medications

All prescription or non-prescription medications taken during school hours will be listed in
on the student’s medical form and updated annually or whenever changes take place.
Medications are administered by the Administrative Assistant, or other MAT trained staff.
Parents must bring in medication and complete medication forms. The school will not
accept medication that is not in the original container with the prescribing physician’s
information. Medication will be stored in a locked cabinet at all times and in a lock box if
they are required to be transported (field trip, etc.). Parents will need to pick up any excess
medication at the end of the school year. If medication is not picked up, it will be destroyed
and documented in the medication disposal log.

Allergic Reactions/Anaphylaxis

Beacon Academy adheres to guidelines set forth in the Recognition and Treatment of
Anaphylaxis in the School Setting guidelines dated June 28, 2012, that are published on the
Virginia Department of Education's website.

Anaphylaxis is a severe allergic reaction that needs to be treated immediately. Left
untreated, it can be deadly. Beacon Academy will engage with parents of students at risk of
anaphylaxis, developing risk minimization strategies for the students in an Individual
Anaphylaxis Plan. In the event that a student is believed to be having an anaphylactic
reaction, Beacon Academy trained staff may administer epinephrine maintained at the
school, obtained per standing order for treatment of anaphylaxis via auto-injectable
epinephrine. Parents will be notified in the case of a suspected allergic reaction and EMS
will also be notified if necessary. Additional details on Beacon Academy’s response to an
allergic reaction or anaphylaxis are available by contacting the Director of Education.
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Child Abuse & Neglect

Beacon Academy employees are trained in and mandated to comply with the requirements
of state code 63.2-1509 of the Code of Virginia regarding child abuse and neglect reporting.
Child abuse and neglect training for all Beacon Academy staff employees will be provided
annually.

Beacon Academy observes the following with regards to child abuse and neglect:

All Beacon Academy staff are expected to follow state law with respect to recognizing and
reporting cases of suspected abuse no later than 24 hours of suspicion to the local Child
Protective Services or the Department of Social Services toll free child abuse and neglect
hotline. Should it be necessary to make a report to the local Child Protective Services
Agency or the Department of Social Services, the student’s LEA and the Virginia
Department of Education will also be notified of the report.

Grievance Procedure

Beacon Academy values collaboration with parents and stakeholders and input from
students as a means to maintain open communication and rapport. As such, the school
seeks to resolve complaints at the first possible step.

Informal complaints should be communicated as soon as possible to the teacher or to the
Director of Education, as appropriate. If determined, a conference will be held with
members of the school and the complainant to resolve the issue. If further steps toward
resolution are needed, the complainant is encouraged to contact the Executive Director,
Carrington Connelly, at cconnelly@harvestoutreachva.org

If the complaint is not resolved by these steps in the process, the complainant may file a
formal written complaint to:

Office of Private Day Schools for Students with Disabilities,
Virginia Department of Education,

P.0. Box 2120

Richmond, Virginia 23218- 2120

Beacon Academy, in accordance with Federal law, does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

PARENTAL STATEMENT OF RECEIPT OF BEACON ACADEMY’S
STUDENT HANDBOOK and Specific Policies

Concerning the Use of School Property
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I acknowledge and understand that:

1. Student desks and computers are the property of Beacon Academy.
Student desks and computers remain at all times under the control of Beacon
Academy.

3. Tam expected to assume full responsibility for my school computer.

4. Beacon Academy retains the right to inspect student desks and computers for any
reason at any time without notice, without consent, and without a search warrant.

Electronic Use Agreement

School issued computers are to be used for school related work. Non-school related use
of the computers is not permitted.

Beacon Academy will ensure compliance with the Children’s Internet Protection Act
(CIPA), access to content available to the Internet will be filtered to include any content
deemed irrelevant by Beacon Academy. Using proxy servers or other means to bypass
this filtering mechanism is a violation of this policy.

1. Any activity on a school issued device is not private and can be accessed by
school personnel.

2. User should not share log in information or passwords with other users unless
directly asked by a school employee.

3. Students must use school issued email accounts. All other email accounts,
unless permission is given, are not permitted during school hours.

4. Students may not check social media accounts during school hours.

5. If astudent is sent inappropriate content or accesses inappropriate content,
accidental or not, the student must inform an adult immediately.

6. Students must use technology in a responsible, ethical and legal manner in
accordance with Federal, State and Beacon Academy rules and policies.

7. Computers are not to be used for illegal activities; including installing,
distributing, modifying or reproducing copyrighted materials.

8. Students will not transmit hate mail, discriminatory remarks, profane or
inappropriate language, offensive or inflammatory communication. Any
messages promoting hate are not appropriate.

. Students will not access obscene or pornographic materials.

10. All students will sign this user agreement before accessing any electronics at

Beacon Academy.

Use of Surveillance System

To the extent that technology provides tools to maintain safety and security, the use of
technology such as video surveillance cameras is utilized on Beacon Property. Video
surveillance will be utilized for the purposes of securing a safe school environment and
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assisting emergency personnel. Video surveillance shall be in accordance with
applicable laws pertaining to such use.

Handbook Receipt

I am the parent/guardian of the below named child and by my signature, I acknowledge
that [ have received a copy of the document “Beacon Academy Student Handbook™
which includes 22.1-279.3 of the Code of Virginia entitled “Parental Responsibility and
Involvement Requirements” and the Standards of Student Conduct.

By signing the Statement of Receipt, I do not waive or abdicate, but do expressly reserve,
any rights protected by the constitutions or laws of the United States or the
Commonwealth of Virginia. I further understand that I have the right to express
disagreement with the school’s policies or decisions.

Name of Student Grade

Signature of Parent Date

Signature of Student Date
NOTICE TO PARENT

By signing the above Statement of Receipt, you shall not be deemed to waive, and
you expressly reserve your rights protected by the constitutions or laws of the
United States of the Commonwealth, and you have the right to express
disagreement with the school’s policies or decisions.
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